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Important information about escaped 
farmed fish 

 
NRW is aware of the escape of 50,000 salmon from North Carradale farm (a coastal cage 
aquaculture unit) on the west coast of Scotland, near Campbeltown, Argyll during August. Some of 
these fish are entering rivers in Scotland in significant numbers and there are some reports from 
north west England around the Solway Firth that fish have been caught.  
 
No reports have been received by NRW this year of escapees caught in Welsh rivers. NRW 
screens a proportion of the salmon entering the River Dee at Chester and, to date – no farm 
escapees have been observed.  We will continue to monitor catches and be vigilant. If we receive 
verified reports of escaped farmed fish in Wales, we will review our position and communicate this 
to our Local Fishery Groups and wider. 
 
We are aware that the EA, working with Fisheries Management Scotland, have issued guidance 
and advice on how to recognise these fish, to remove them if caught and report them.  Although 
about a dozen have been reported in English rivers there have also been a number of mis-
identified wild fish reported as potential escaped farmed fish. 
 
The risk of these escaped farmed fish entering Welsh rivers and affecting our wild fish populations 
is currently deemed to be low.  
 
The ‘All Wales’ and ‘Cross border Dee and Wye’  byelaws make it an offence to kill any salmon 
caught in Welsh rivers. Our position in Wales is that all salmon must be returned with 
minimum injury and without delay. 
 
If any salmon suspected to be a farm escapee is caught, anglers are asked to photograph the fish, 
return it alive and report it to us. 
  
Please call us on 0300 065 3000 24 hours day or email us at icc@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 
 
The following are characteristics to look out for when identifying a farmed fish (see also pictures 
below):   
 

• Deformed or shortened fins (especially the dorsal, pectoral and tail fins)  
• Deformed or shortened gill covers (may be only on one side)  
• Deformed or shortened snout  
• Heavy pigmentation (spots more numerous than are usual on wild salmon) 
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If a fish exhibits two or more of these characteristics it should be classed as a farmed origin fish. In 
addition, farmed fish may also have a higher number of dark spots, particularly below the lateral 
line, than would be expected on wild fish.   
 

• NRW notes that the fish reported caught in NW England appear to be fresh ‘silver’ 
fish of between 8-9lb whilst most of the wild fish have started to colour up. This 
however is not a characteristic of all wild or farmed fish 

 

 

Images used with kind permission of Fisheries Management Scotland 

 

 
  

 

Damage to the dorsal fin      Damage to the pectoral fin 

Image: Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust   Image: Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

Shortened gill covers (gills visible)    Escaped Salmon  

 

Image: Ness DSFB      Image: Loch Lomond Angling Improvement 

 

  

 
 


